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Listening to BOBBY McFERRIN sing may be hazardous to your preconceptions. Side 
effects may include unparalleled joy, a new perspective on creativity, rejection of the 

predictable, and a sudden, irreversible urge to lead a more spontaneous existence.

 “There are essentially two categories of singers in this world: 
McFerrin and everyone else.”  CHICAGO TRIBUNE

“Bobby McFerrin’s greatest gift to his audience may be changing them 
from spectators into celebrants and transforming a concert hall into a 

playground, a village center, a joyous space.”  LA TIMES



For decades BOBBY MCFERRIN has broken 
all the rules. The 10-time Grammy winner 
has blurred the distinction between pop 
music and fine art, goofing around barefoot 
in the world’s finest concert halls, exploring 
uncharted vocal territory, inspiring a 
whole new generation of a cappella singers 
and the beatbox movement. His latest 
album, spirityouall, is a bluesy, feel-good 
recording, an unexpected move from the 
music-industry rebel who singlehandedly 
redefined the role of the humanvoice 
with his a cappella hit “Don’t Worry, Be 
Happy,” his collaborations with Yo-Yo Ma, 
Chick Corea and the Vienna Philharmonic, 
his improvising choir Voicestra, and his 
legendary solo vocal performances.

It’s been the quietest and most polite of 
revolutions. Bobby McFerrin was always an 
unlikely pop star. He created a lasting ear-
worm of a #1 hit early in his career. Then 
he calmly went back to pursuing his own 
iconoclastic musical journey, improvising 
on national television, singing melodies 
without words, spontaneously inventing 
parts for 60,000 choral singers in a stadium 
in Germany, ignoring boundaries of genre, 
defying all expectations. 

Bobby’s history as an instrumentalist and 
bandleader is key to understanding his 
innovative approach to mapping harmony 
and rhythm (as well as melody) with his 
voice. “I can’t sing everything at once,” he 
says, “but I can hint at it so the audience 
hears even what I don’t sing.” All that 
pioneer spirit and virtuosity has opened 
up a great big sky full of new options for 
singers. But virtuosity isn’t the point. “I try 
not to “perform” onstage,” says Bobby. “I try 
to sing the way I sing in my kitchen, because 
I just can’t help myself. I want audiences 
to leave the theatre and sing in their own 
kitchens the nextmorning. I want to bring 
audiences into the incredible feeling of joy 
and freedom I get when I sing. “
  
PROJECTS
Bobby McFerrin: Solo A Cappella
Bobby McFerrin: Spirityouall
Bobby McFerrin’s VOCAbuLarieS
Bobby McFerrin & VOICESTRA
Bobby McFerrin & Chick Corea
Bobby McFerrin: My AudioBiography 
Bobby Meets The World
Bobble: An Improvised Opera
 
Master Classes/Residencies
Circlesong Workshops
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“One of the most musically gifted performers on the face 
of the earth”  LA TIMES

“If the world is a global village, then this is its local folk 
music.”  NEW YORK NEWSDAY

“His vocal mastery is so complete that seeing him 
perform is unabashed fun.”  THE PHILADELPHIA TRIBUNE

“McFerrin’s ground-zero signature is pure enthusiasm. No 
matter what kind of music he happens to be performing 

. .. he throws himself into it totally, his infectious smile 
challenging the audience to enjoy the performance as 

much as he does. Mozart or Gershwin, it doesn’t matter. 
Simply listen and be moved.”  

THE NEW YORK TIMES


