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THE RHYTHM OF RIO, THE ROMANCE OF SINATRA: CELEBRATED GUITARIST AND SINGER JOHN PIZZARELLI REVISITS A BOSSA NOVA CLASSIC AT 50
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Concord Jazz set to release Sinatra & Jobim @ 50 on July 28, 2017

Watch the album trailer here

For Immediate Release – Two of John Pizzarelli’s greatest influences, Frank Sinatra and the bossa nova composer Antonio Carlos Jobim, joined forces in 1967 to present a softer, sultrier side of Sinatra on the heels of “That’s Life” and “Strangers in the Night.” Half a century later, John Pizzarelli is celebrating that unique gathering with his July 28, 2017 Concord Jazz release Sinatra & Jobim @ 50.

Sinatraphiles consider the 1967 album Francis Albert Sinatra & Antonio Carlos Jobim one of Frank’s greatest, a meeting that found Frank in an out-of-character setting. Yet he delivered a commanding and understated performance over Jobim’s gentle rhythms and Claus Ogerman’s strings. With Sinatra & Jobim @ 50, Pizzarelli pays tribute to those original recordings, enhancing that collection with two originals, Michael Frank’s ode to Jobim and songs that Sinatra and Jobim recorded at a 1969 session.

“Jobim was such a big influence on me in the 1980s—what I was hearing, then translating and what I was taking away from it,” John says. “A lot of what we did on this record, the medleys and the arrangements for the new songs, come out of what they did on their album and the influence they have had on my music.”

Jobim’s grandson, Daniel Jobim, is John’s duet partner on the Jobim classics Sinatra and Jobim recorded together: “Agua de Beber,” “Bonita” and “Dindi,” plus a medley of “Meditation” and “Quiet Night of Quiet Stars.” They also cover the standards from the 1967 LP, “Baubles, Bangles & Beads” and a medley of “Change Partners” with Jobim’s “If You Never Come to Me” plus Cole Porter’s “I Concentrate on You,” which is paired with Jobim’s “Wave.”

Pizzarelli & company also perform Jobim’s “Two Kites,” Michael Frank’s song about Daniel’s grandfather, “Antonio’s Song” and two Pizzarelli-Jessica Molaskey originals, “She’s So Sensitive” and “Canto Casual.”

Each is interpreted with a tip of the cap to the 1967 album and bossa nova in general: The intro to “She’s So Sensitive” is taken from Jobim’s “How Insensitive”; John added a João Gilberto guitar lick to his “Canto Casual”; and the end of “Antonio’s Song” is the vocal line to “The Girl From Ipanema.”

The idea for Sinatra & Jobim @ 50 sprang up after Pizzarelli and his quartet had a successful string of shows in Brazil in June 2016. One of those shows fell on the birthday of guitarist João Gilberto, whose legendary recording of “The Girl From Ipanema” with Stan Getz made bossa nova a global sensation in 1964. John says his 2004 record Bossa Nova was in many ways a tribute to Gilberto.

“My manager said you should think about making another Brazilian record and I looked around at what would make sense in terms of an anniversary,” says Pizzarelli, who spent much of 2015 and ’16 honoring Sinatra’s centennial with a Frank-centric touring show. “I looked around and noticed Sinatra-Jobim was going to be 50. I thought I’ll call Daniel and ask, ‘you want to do this?’ It could be fun.”

The two had already worked together during John’s annual spring runs at New York’s Café Carlyle. (Drummer Duduka Da Fonseca and piano player Helio Alves, who appear on the album, also performed with them at the Carlyle). The set list came together easily and Jobim sent Pizzarelli outtakes from the sessions from 50 years earlier for research purposes. And like that album, the new one was recorded in three days. 

“We did the tracks in two days with Daniel recording his parts in his grandfather’s studio in Brazil,” John says. “The hardest one was ‘Two Kites.’ My father, Bucky, is on that record by Jobim – 1980’s Terra Brasilis – so I thought we had to do that.”

“The idea behind the extra songs was ‘what if their relationship had continued?’ Our relationship, Daniel and mine, made me feel we could add these other songs in there and put our little stamp on it.”

Sinatra and Jobim recorded 10 songs in early 1967 and in April it peaked at No. 19 during a 28-week run on the Billboard chart, eventually receiving a GRAMMY nomination for Album of the Year. Two years and four Sinatra albums later, they reunited, replacing Ogerman with Eumir Deodato and recorded another 10 tracks. Sinatra didn’t care for the way he sounded at those sessions and had Sinatra-Jobim killed at the 11th hour; seven of its tracks were on Sinatra & Company in 1971 and the final three first appeared on Concord’s 2010 release The Complete Reprise Recordings.

“It’s a great record, recorded well. Claus Ogerman gives it a unique sound,” John says. “It’s a beautiful singular idea.”

Stylistically, Sinatra & Jobim @ 50 was not as much a stretch for Pizzarelli as it was for Sinatra. Adding to his confidence in the studio was a secret weapon in the band.

“I said to our bassist Mike Karn, ‘if Duduka is frowning, you’re in a bad place. When something’s going good, Duduka will let you know.’ You always want the Brazilians to let you know you’re doing it right. He seemed to always know which takes got the feeling right.”


Tour Dates:
4/25 - 5/06              	New York, NY            		Café Carlyle                      
5/12                            	Phoenix, AZ                    	Musical Instrument Museum
5/14                          	Los Angeles, CA             	Walt Disney Concert Hall
5/20                              	Edmonds, WA                	Edmonds Center for the Arts
5/28                            	Rouyn-Noranda, QC      	Festival Des Guitares De Monde                   
6/01 - 04                     	Washington, D.C           	Blues Alley
6/09                             	Northampton, MA        		Iron Horse Music Hall                             
7/27 - 30                     	Seattle, WA                     	Jazz Alley (w/Daniel Jobim, Duduka
 							DeFonseca and Helio Alves)                             
8/02 - 03                     	Cleveland, OH                 	Nighttown
8/05                             	Scranton, PA                   	Scranton Jazz Festival
8/06                             	Goshen, CT                      	Litchfield Jazz Festival
8/08 - 12                      	New York, NY                  	Birdland
8/13                             	Rockport, MA                	Shalin Liu Performance Center
8/17 - 20                      	Los Angeles, CA           	Catalina Bar & Grill
8/23                              	Newport Beach, CA  		Newport Beach Marriott
8/24 - 25                     	Oakland, CA                  	Yoshi’s
8/26                             	Santa Cruz, CA                	Kuumbwa Jazz Center
8/27                              	Escondido, CA                	The Centre
9/02                               Mackinac Island, MI       	Labor Day Weekend Jazz Festival
9/15                              	Brookville, NY                 	Tilles Center (w/Ramsey Lewis)
9/22                              	Greenville, NC               	Wright Auditorium
9/23                              	Raleigh, NC                     	Stewart Theater
10/14 - 15                    	Hyannis, MA                   	Barnstable PAC
10/28                            	St. Louis, MO               	Sheldon Concert Hall
12/1                              	Beverly, MA                    	The Cabot
12/2                              	Stoney Brook, NY         	Steller Center for the Arts

More Info:
Website: http://www.johnpizzarelli.com/
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/JohnPizzarelliOfficial
Twitter: https://twitter.com/itsthepizz

Online media kit: http://mediakits.concordmusicgroup.com/p/sinatra-and-jobim
             
For more information:
Brendan Gilmartin/Chart Room Media at 347-450-3048
Brendan@chartroommedia.com

Mike Wilpizeski at 718-459-2117
Mike.Wilpizeski@concordmusicgroup.com
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