
Juan de Marcos & the“If this music doesn’t move you, you’ve got 
no place to go.” NPR

“Deemed the ‘Quincy Jones’ of Cuba, (Juan de Marcos) built the Afro-
Cuban All Stars with Cuba’s finest musicians & vocalists of all ages and 
genres.” THE FUSION MAGAZINE

“Dancing in the aisles is always a sign of a good show...” 
CONCERTMANIC
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THE AFRO-CUBAN ALL STARS (ACAS) is a unique orchestra; devoted to promoting the complete story 
of Cuban music. With each show the orchestra exposes Cuba’s rich musical history interpreting all 
of its musical genres. Since their inception, many of the Afro Cuban All Stars’ musicians have become 
international super stars, including the brilliant performers Ruben Gonzalez, Guillermo Rubalcava, and 
Manuel “The Guajiro” Mirabal. 

the Afro-Cuban All Stars have become an institution, fusing contemporary, traditional and in essence, 
the future styles of Cuban music. Juan de Marcos fluidly adjusts the orchestra’s line-up of musicians to 
best reflect the various styles from the past eras featured in their performances. The current line-up of 
ACAS consists of the finest Cuban expatriate musicians, all alumni of Cuba’s greatest bands. 

The Afro-Cuban All Stars genesis was in the early 1990s. Juan de Marcos had always dreamed of creating 
an album celebrating the classic Cuban sound of the ‘50s, so he leveraged the success of his band Sierra 
Maestra  and went on to develop the Afro Cuban All Stars concept.  In the late 1990s, Juan de Marcos,  
with celebrated artists Compay Segundo, Eliades Ochoa, and noted American guitarist Ry Cooder, created 
the unforgettable Buena Vista Social Club CD.

With nearly 2 decades of tremendous success – including four Grammy nominations, several award 
winning documentaries films, and being recipients of many other distinctions – the Afro Cuban All Stars 
is the best-known Cuban orchestra since Irakere.
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