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Through their seamless blend of jazz, gospel, R&B, a cappella and beyond, iconic vocal group TAKE 6 stands as a living testament to the enduring power of human voices coming together. With jazz as their compass and gospel at their foundation, Claude McKnight, Mark Kibble, Dave Thomas, Alvin Chea, Joel Kibble and Khristian Dentley once again expand an expansive musical landscape with precision, soul, joy and an unwavering commitment to harmonic excellence.
With Rhapsody, due in Spring 2027, Take 6 returns to the rich possibilities of the jazz tradition, approaching its repertoire not as a collection of monuments to preserve, but as living music to explore and reimagine. The album draws inspiration from the rhapsody itself—a musical form associated with freedom, contrast, emotional expression and an openness to unexpected directions.
From "Rhapsody in Blue" and "Take Five" to "It Don't Mean a Thing (If It Ain't Got That Swing)" and "Mood Indigo,” familiar compositions become opportunities for fresh harmonic invention, rhythmic interplay and the distinctive conversational exchange of six voices. Their interpretations honor the composers while demonstrating how great music continues to reveal new dimensions in the hands—and voices—of imaginative artists.
Across generations, traditions and musical cultures, they continue welcoming strangers to the chorus, reminding us that harmony is not merely something we hear, but something we create together. 
Background:
At the heart of their artistry is a remarkable command of the vocal palette—an extraordinary range of textures, colors and rhythmic possibilities. Each member moves fluidly between lead, harmony and percussion, blurring the distinctions between individual voices and creating a collective sound that is unmistakably their own. Their virtuosity is not simply a display of technical brilliance, but a means of communicating emotion, telling stories and discovering new possibilities within the grand tradition of vocal harmony.
In jazz, Take 6 helped redefine the possibilities of vocal performance. Their inventive interpretations of standards such as "Straighten Up and Fly Right" and "Moody's Mood for Love" brought new harmonic dimensions to familiar compositions, earning admiration from jazz luminaries while introducing the music to new generations of listeners.
Their self-titled debut album, released in 1988, announced a distinctive new voice in contemporary music. Blending genres with remarkable ease, it earned two GRAMMY Awards: Best Jazz Vocal Performance, Duo or Group, and Best Soul Gospel Performance by a Duo, Group, Choir or Chorus. It established a musical identity that continues to evolve without losing sight of its origins.
Across more than four decades, Take 6 has earned 10 GRAMMY Awards, 10 Dove Awards, a Soul Train Award and induction into the Gospel Music Hall of Fame. Their recordings have achieved multi-platinum success, and Quincy Jones famously described them as the "baddest vocal cats on the planet."
Their musical relationships span generations and genres, with collaborations involving artists as diverse as Ray Charles, Stevie Wonder, Ella Fitzgerald, Whitney Houston, Brian Wilson, Michael McDonald, Paul Simon, k.d. lang, The Manhattan Transfer, Nnenna Freelon and Jacob Collier. Each collaboration reflects the group's remarkable ability to bring its distinctive harmonic language into conversation with other musical voices.
Their extraordinary artistry has earned Take 6 widespread critical acclaim, including recognition as Best Jazz Vocal Group for seven consecutive years in DownBeat magazine's prestigious Readers' and Critics' Polls. In 2026, the Jazz Journalists Association further affirmed their enduring excellence by naming Take 6 Vocal Group of the Year.
Ultimately, Take 6's artistry reaches beyond technical mastery or the boundaries of genre. Their music is an invitation to listen, to discover common ground and to experience the joy of voices working together.
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